It was just after the Italians had folded up at Caporetto
and retreated across the Piave. Fd been transferred to the
staff as attache to a divisional general Well, the British
and French War Offices were pretty worried about the
Italian situation. Most of the people thought, of course,
that the Austrians were after tie industrial areas around
Milan; but there were whispers, and pretty loud ones,
that the Austro-German General Staff wouldn't have de-
tached so many troops from the Western front for that
alone and that their real plan was to outflank the Swiss
barrier via the North Italian plain with Lyons as the
objective. A sort of Drang nach Westen.' He stumbled
over the German.

'Anyway, ourselves and the French sent guns and
troops into Italy to stop the rot, and a few of us were
drafted there to sort things out. I went to Pisa first
They'd got their railway system into a shocking mess.
Of course, I knew damn-all about railways., but there was
a promoted ranker with me who'd had some civilian ex-
perience in England, and together we got along famously.
Later in '18 they sent me down to Rome.

'Have you ever been in Rome in winter? It's not at
all bad. There was a pretty big British colony there at
the time, but it was mostly army, and it was part of our
job to mix with the Italians and get friendly. For two
pins they'd have made peace. Well, I'd been there about
a couple of months when I had a bit of bad luck. You
know, some of those Italian cavalry officers are amazing
riders and a bit mad. So are the horses. Anyway, I was
out for a canter with one of these chaps one day, and he
put his horse at a jump that I shouldn't like to try on
a Grand National winner. My animal tried to follow, and
I took a toss that busted a leg and a couple of ribs.
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